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“We have set out on a quest for true humanity, and somewhere on the distant 

horizon we can see the glittering prize.  Let us march forth with courage and 

determination, drawing strength from our common brotherhood.  In time we shall 

be in the position to bestow upon South Africa the greatest gift possible—a more 

human face.” 

 

-Steve Biko 

 

It is with deep regret that the Timol Family, the Biko Family and the Steve 

Biko Foundation (SBF) have been informed by Clive and Susan Steele's 

legal representative that they will not undertake to return the autopsy 

documents relating to Ahmed Timol and Steve Biko to their respective 

families today. 

 

"We hoped that the Steeles would do the right thing, and on moral grounds at 

least, return the autopsy documents to the Biko and Timol Families," said Mr. 

Nkosinathi Biko, son of the late anti-apartheid activist and Trustee of the 

Steve Biko Foundation.  "Since they have declined to do so, we have no choice 

but to continue with legal processes." 

 

Of the impending legal action, Timol Family representative Mr. Imtiaz 

Cajee, Ahmed Timol's nephew and author of ‘Timol: A Quest for 

Justice’, said, "We believe that this is a matter that is not only of relevance to our 

respective families, but one which has a bearing on all South Africans. The Timol 

Family is united with the Biko Family and the Steve Biko Foundation to ensure 

that Clive and Susan Steele hand these documents over to us.  In life, both Ahmed 

Timol and Steve Biko suffered indignities that were gross violations of their 

rights. Together, we will ensure that these indignities do not continue in death." 

 

Ms. Obenewa Amponsah, Director of the Steve Biko Foundation, noted, 

"The vision of the Steve Biko Foundation is to be the premier, independent 

promoter of the values Steve Biko lived and died for: restoring people to their true 



humanity.  In light of our mandate we bear a responsibility to ensure that these 

documents are returned to the Biko and Timol families; and also to send an 

unequivocal message that the legacies of our heroes and heroines are not available 

for auction-today, tomorrow or any other day." 

 

 

ENDS 

 

For further information or interview requests please contact Mr. Thando Sipuye 

at the Steve Biko Foundation on 011 403 0310 or via email: tsipuye@sbf.org.za  

 

For more information on the Steve Biko Foundation, please visit www.sbf.org.za 

 

For more information on Ahmed Timol, please visit www.ahmedtimol.co.za  
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